The Deer Dance
(Yaqui-Southwest legend )
There was a man who lived in the country far away from any village. He made his living as a hunter, but he was always very respectful of the animals he hunted. This man's name was Walking Man. He always kept his eyes and ears open to everything around him, for he knew how special the wilderness was. It was to the wilderness that people went in their dreams, to the place they called Seye Wailo. That name meant many things. It meant the Home of all the Animals. It meant the home of the Deer. It meant the Place Where Flowers Live. It was said that the best songs always came to people from Seye Wailo.

One day, as Walking Man was out, he heard a sound from a hilltop. It was like a sound he had heard before at the time of year when the deer are mating. It was the clattering of antlers. He knew that the bucks would fight in this way during the mating time, striking their antlers together. But, it was not that time of year and this sound was different. It was a softer sound and its rhythm was like that of a song. He went to look, but he could see nothing.
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The next morning Walking Man rose before the sun came up and went back to that hilltop. He sat quietly on a fallen tree and waited as the sun rose. He began to hear that sound again, and he looked carefully. There, not far from him were two big deer. They had huge antlers and, as they stood facing each other, they rattled their antlers together. Near them was a young deer. As Walking Man watched, he saw that young deer lift its head and lower it. It ran from side to side, leaping up and down. It seemed happy as it did this. Walking Man knew what he was seeing. He was seeing the deer do their own special dance. Though he had his weapons with him, he did not try to kill them. He watched them dance for a long time.

When Walking Man went down that hill, he had a thought in his mind. There were songs coming into his mind. When he rose the next morning, he went out to walk and as he walked he found a newborn fawn where its mother had left it hidden among the flowers. He made a song for that fawn. Then, he went to the village and gathered some of his friends.

"I am going to make songs for the deer," he said.
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He took two sticks and put notches on one of them so that he could make the sound of the deer's antlers. He showed one of the boys in the village how the young deer danced and had the boy dance that way as they played the deer song and sang.

So it was that the Deer Dance came to the Yaqui people, a gift from the deer, a gift from Seye Wailo.
You Tube Videos:
http://parentseyes.arizona.edu/wordsandplace/seyewailo.mov
http://holeinthedonut.com/2010/03/27/copper-canyon-mexico-barranca-del-cobre/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=un0g0OaXnnM&feature=player_embedded
